MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING PILOT

Sector : Inputs of Contaminants
Applicable legislation: 

	Legal instrument
	Main Provisions
	Responsible bodies

	Food and Environment Protection Act 1985
	Provides for issuing of licences for deposit of materials in the sea (principally dredged materials). Applies to UK waters out to 200nm
	Defra, SE, DoE (NI)

	Environmental Protection Act 1990.
	Provides for controlling releases to the environment from specified processes. Applies to 12nm limit of UK waters
	EA, SEPA, EHS, 

	Water Resources Act 1991
	Provides for provision of consent to discharge licences (for non-IPPC emissions).  Also provides for the establishment of water quality objectives for controlled waters.  Applies to 3nm limit of ‘controlled waters’.
	EA, SEPA, EHS


Provides for control of direct and indirect discharge of trade and sewage effluent into controlled waters under Part II of the Control of Pollution Act 1974, as amended by Schedule 23 of the Water Act 1989 and Schedules 16 and 22 of the Environment Act 1995

	
	SEPA
	

	Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act, 2003
	Provides for the establishment of regulations to control activities liable to cause pollution of the water environment.
	SE (throughSEPA).

	Water Framework Directive 2000*
	Provides for the establishment of environmental quality objectives for groundwaters and surface waters.  Applies to estuaries and coastal waters up to 1nm limit.
	

	Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations (England and Wales), 2000 (as amended 2001)
	Provides controls over the operation of installations or mobile plant for a range of specified activities to control emissions of substances to the environment. Applies to 12nm limit of UK waters.
	Defra, NAW (through the EA).

	Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations (Scotland) 2000
	As above
	SEERAD (through SEPA)

	Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003
	As above
	DoE (NI) (through EHS).

	The Water (Northern Ireland) Order 1999.
	Provides for controls over discharges or deposits of materials into the marine or aquatic environment.  
	DoE (NI) (through EHS).

	Water Pollution Act 1993
	Provides for licensing of deposits of  any substance  on or under the seabed within Manx waters (to 12nm)
	Dept of Transport (IOM)

	The Urban Waste Water Treatment (England and Wales) Regulations 1994 (as amended)
	Provides for controls relating to the collection, treatment and discharge of urban waste water, and the treatment and discharge of waste water from certain industrial sectors.
	EA

	The Urban Waste Water Treatment (Scotland) Regulations 1994 (as amended)
	As above
	SEPA

	The Urban Waste Water Treatment Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended)
	As above
	EHS (NI)

	The Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) Regulations 1997
	Provides for the classification shellfish waters and the criteria for that classification which need protection or improvement in order to support shellfish (bivalve and gastropod molluscs) life and growth and thus to contribute to the high quality of shellfish products directly edible by man.
	Defra, WAG

	The Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) (Scotland) Regulations 1997
	As above
	SE

	The Surface Waters (Shellfish) (Classification) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1997
	As above
	DoE(NI)

	The Bathing Waters (Classification) Regulations 1991
	Provides for the protection of public health and the environment from faecal pollution at bathing waters. The Directive requires Member States to identify popular bathing areas and monitor the bathing waters for indicators of microbiological pollution throughout the bathing season which runs from May to September
	Defra, WAG

	The Bathing Waters (Classification) (Scotland) Regulations 1991
	As above
	SE

	The Bathing Waters (Classification) (Northern Ireland) Regulations 1993
	As above
	DoE (NI)

	The EC Dangerous Substances Directive (76/464/EEC and Daughter Directives
	Provides for the control of the release of dangerous substances to water
	Defra, WAG, SE, DoE(NI)


*  WFD will replace the dangerous substances directive, groundwater directive, surface water directive, shellfish waters directive.  Also links & enhances bathing waters directive, IPC directive, UWWTD & Nitrates directive.

Policies, Objectives and Targets

	
	
	Source

	National Policies
	England

To achieve “clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas”

· further improvements in water quality standards wherever the costs are proportionate to the benefits and risks and with EU standards which reflect this;

· prudent use of water resources4;

· the clear identification of future risks and the ability to meet new challenges;

· taking full account of different interests in determining priorities and in the apportionment of costs;

· integration between water and other related policies, such as agriculture and biodiversity, so that each contributes to the maximum practicable extent to the objectives of the others;

· a strong and efficient water and sewerage industry, with clarity about Government and public expectations delivering a fair deal for all consumers based on sustainable development principles and the confidence required for investment;

· playing an active part in improving water and sanitation services in the developing world

Scotland

Protect and improve the chemical and ecological quality of Scotland’s marine, coastal, surface and ground waters, and protect public health.

Wales
As per England above

Northern Ireland

“To maintain or improve water quality in surface waters and waters in underground strata as required by national policy, EC Directives and international agreements, and to generally manage river, estuarine and coastal waters to be at least “Good” under the adopted classification schemes with no downward movement between classes.

Isle of Man

Set appropriate environmental standards for air and water quality and ensure that they are met

develop strategies which prevent or minimize environmental pollution
	Safeguarding our Seas; A Strategy for the Conservation and Sustainable Development of our Marine Environment. 2002 Chptr. 1

Directing the Flow – Priorities for future water policy, 2002.  Para 1.3

Policy Priorities for the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Issue 2, March 2003.

Policy for setting and delivering water quality targets, 2000.

Isle of Man Government Plan 2003-2006. P.15.



	National Objectives
	England

To take an inclusive approach to managing various aspects of the water environment by preparing to implement the Water Framework Directive. 

Complete the preliminary characterisation of river basin districts in 2004/5.

achieve improved river water quality and bathing water quality standards and work with government to develop strategies to reduce the impacts of diffuse pollution, particularly from farming.

To prevent pollution of the maritime area by continuously reducing discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous

substances, with the ultimate aim of achieving concentrations in the marine environment near background values for naturally occurring substances and close to zero for man-made synthetic substances.

To combat eutrophication in the OSPAR maritime area, in order to achieve and maintain a healthy marine environment where eutrophication does not occur. The target date for achieving this objective is 2010.

Prevent pollution of the maritime area from ionising radiation through progressive and substantial reductions of discharges,

emissions and losses of radioactive substances, with the ultimate aim of concentrations in the environment near background values for naturally occurring radioactive substances, and close to zero for artificial radioactive substances.

The Water Framework Directive establishes a strategic framework for protecting waters, including coastal and transitional waters, with the aim of achieving demanding water quality targets by 2015. Certain priority substances will be subject to cessation or phasing out of discharges, emissions and losses within 20 years of the adoption of measures for this purpose.  The key objectives of the WFD are:

· to establish a holistic approach to managing the water environment, based on river basins, integrating water quantity with quality considerations;

· to set quality objectives for all water bodies and meet those objectives by 2015 in most cases - the key objective is to achieve good status;

· to establish a quality classification system for surface water that includes chemical, hydromorphological and ecological parameters using criteria set out in the Directive;

· to establish a quality classification system for groundwater status that includes chemical and quantitative parameters and a requirement for the quality of groundwater not to result in any significant damage to terrestrial ecosystems;

· to have statutory controls in relation to pollution of water bodies from point and diffuse sources;

· to ensure by 2010 an adequate contribution, from key sectors like industry, households and agriculture, to the recovery of the costs of water services, based on economic analysis;

· to prevent deterioration in the status of water bodies;

· to encourage active involvement of all interested parties in the implementation of the Directive, in particular in the production, review and updating of river basin management plans;

· to promote sustainable water use based on long-term protection of water resources; and

· to achieve environmental objectives in a cost-effective way

To achieve mandatory standards of the Directive at all designated bathing water sites; specifically, bathing waters must not exceed values of 10000 total coliforms per 100ml and 2000 faecal coliforms per 100ml in 95% of the water quality samples.

To achieve the standards of the Directive in designated Shellfish Waters

To achieve standards specified in the Directive in UK surface waters.

Scotland

Achieve measurable improvements in the water environment with the long-term aim of bringing waters up to at least ‘good’ status.

Prevent deterioration in the water environment through powers of enforcement and control.

Achieve legislative standards and protect aspects of the environment identified as having important uses, such as Bathing Waters, Shellfish Waters, fisheries and areas of high nature conservation.

Describe the pressures and impacts upon the water environment and identify those water bodies at risk by the end of 2004.

Develop a robust and representative monitoring network, extended by 15%, covering impacts on water quality, water resources and habitats by the end of 2006.

Start the process of producing water licenses for water users from early 2005 setting standards for 2012 which will provide industry with the basis to plan for the future.

Progressively move towards River Basin Management Plans in 2009.

Wales

See England above

Northern Ireland

Under the Northern Ireland Estuarine and Coastal Waters Classification (NIECWC) schemes all monitored waters should be Class (B) [Good] or better. Any waters achieving better than these targets currently shall have the higher target applied to them, with no downward movement between classes. For some estuarine and coastal waters impacted by port activities, like dredging of navigational channels, a specific derogation may be accepted in line with the ‘heavily modified water bodies’ proposed under the Water Framework Directive.

Monitored water bodies shall comply with all appropriate EC Directives including the EC Bathing Waters Directive (76/160/EEC), EC Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC), EC Shellfish Waters Directive (76/923/EEC) and the EC Dangerous Substances Directive (76/464/EEC).

Isle of Man

To have strategies and mechanisms, which prevent

or minimise environmental pollution and promote sustainable development

Progress the phased implementation of the provisions of the Water Pollution Act 1993 to regulate and control all point source discharges effectively by 31st December 2007


	Environment Agency Corporate Plan 2004-2007: Priorities, targets and planned use of resources

OSPAR Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic.  Hazardous Substances Strategy (1998)

OSPAR Eutrophication Strategy

OSPAR Radiaoactive Substances Strategy

Water Framework Directive (WFD)

Bathing Waters Directive 76/164/EEC

Shellfish Waters Directive 79/923/EEC

EC Dangerous substances directive 76/464/EEC

SEPA Corporate Plan, 2003-04

Policy for setting and delivering water quality targets, 2000

Isle of Man Local Government and Environment Business Plan 2005.  P8

	National Targets
	Improved coastal water quality, as measured by compliance with EC Bathing Water Directive standards:

• Imperative standards >=96.6% (2004/5); >=97.0% (2005/6); >=99% (2006/7).
• Guideline standards >=76% (2004/5); >=85% (2005/6); >=85% (2006/7).
By 2020, move towards the target of the cessation of discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous substances.

By 2010, achieve and maintain a healthy marine environment

where eutrophication does not occur. 

By 2020: discharges, emissions and losses of radioactive substances are reduced to levels where the additional concentrations in the marine environment above historic levels, resulting from such discharges, emissions and losses, are close to zero.

Lead in food should not exceed 2mg/kg wet weight (fish) ; or 10mg/kg wet weight (shellfish)

Levels of copper in food should not exceed 20mg/kg wet weight (higher levels in shellfish are permitted if copper is of natural occurrence)

Levels of zinc in food should not exceed 50mg/kg wet weight (higher levels are permitted in food which naturally contains more than this level eg herring & shellfish)

Dose limit for exposure to radioactivity 1mSV for whole body and 50mSV for skin (mean dose received by critical group).

Mean concentration of mercury in representative fish <0.3mg/kg.

Scotland

2004/6 target:

· Each year, improve lochs, estuaries, 50km of rivers and 21km of coastal waters;

· Ensure compliance with statutory environmental standards including bathing waters ;

· Progress identification of further improvement measures; and

· Extend monitoring network by 15% by 2006.

2006/2007 target:

· Improve lochs, 351km of rivers, 6.5km2 of estuaries and 145km of coastal waters; and

· Ensure compliance with statutory environmental standards including bathing waters.

Wales

Targets as per England above

Northern Ireland

No specific marine targets identified

Isle of Man

No specific marine targets identified

.
	Environment Agency Corporate Plan 2004-2007: Priorities, targets and planned use of resources.

OSPAR Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic.  Hazardous Substances Strategy (1998)

OSPAR Eutrophication Strategy (1998)

OSPAR Radiaoactive Substances Strategy (1998)

Lead in Food Regulation 1979

Food Standards Committee Reports Copper, Zinc

Review of Radioactive Waste Management Policy 1995

Mercury Chloralkali Daughter Directive to Dangerous Substances Directive  82/176/EEC; Limit values and quality objectives for mercury discharges other than chlor-alkali industry (84/156/EEC)

SEPA Corporate Plan, 2003-04



	Regional Policies
	North West England

Measures to improve and sustain the quality of the Region’s rivers, canals, lakes and sea will be promoted.

Scotland

See national policies above

North Wales

See National policies above

Northern Ireland

See National Policies above

Isle of Man

See National policies above


	Regional Planning Guidance for the North West (RPG13) Policy EQ3

	Regional Objectives
	North West England

· maintain or improve the quality of groundwater, surface or coastal waters;

· avoid development that poses an unacceptable risk to the quality of groundwater, surface or coastal water;

· ensure that adequate foul and surface water provision and infrastructure is available to serve new development and minimise the environmental impact of discharges;

· ensure that adequate pollution control measures to reduce the risks of water pollution are incorporated into new developments;

· discourage diffuse pollution of water from agriculture and from landfill sites.

Scotland

See National objectives above

North Wales

See National objectives above

Northern Ireland

See National objectives above

Isle of Man

See National objectives above


	Regional Planning Guidance for the North West (RPG13) Policy EQ3

	Regional Targets


	North West England

Government targets set for the North West include improving 97% of the Region's bathing waters to meet the mandatory bacteriological requirements and to achieve significant improvements with the more stringent guideline standards

By 2007:

36 bathing waters will comply with the Bathing Water mandatory standard;

18 (50%) of the compliant bathing waters will achieve the more stringent guideline standards.

Scotland

See national targets above

North Wales

No specific regional targets identified, although targets are/may be set within Local Environment Agency Plans (LEAPs).  There are existing/emerging LEAPs for Merionedd, Anglesey, Eryri/Llyn, Conwy/Clwyd and Dee.

Northern Ireland

See National targets above

Isle of Man

See National targets above


	Environment Agency North West bathing water targets  (from EA website).

	Constraints/Issues


	· Water quality improvement will be strongly driven by the requirements of the Water Framework Directive (WFD).

· Many point-source issues have been resolved, but diffuse sources of pollution will require long-term effort.

· Some WFD targets are still to be clarified (eg water EQSs)

· Achievement of zero emissions will be very challenging.
	

	Statement of future needs (and assumptions)

5 years

20 years


	More stringent water quality standards are proposed with the revised bathing waters directive, on which consultation with the full range of UK stakeholders is ongoing.  These new standards are roughly equivalent to the ‘guideline’ quality standards which are currently set in regard to this legislation.  Currently anticipated to be applied in 2010.

WFD quality targets are to achieve ‘good’ ecological and chemical status by 2015.  Chemical EQSs yet to be finalised.
	


