Sector : Oil & Gas Interconnectors
Applicable legislation: 

	Legal instrument
	Main Provisions
	Responsible bodies

	 Petroleum Act 1998
	Provides authorisation for the construction and/or use of a pipeline in controlled waters (UKCS) under sections 14 & 20.
	DTI

	Coast Protection Act 1949
	S34 consent required for works likely to interfere with navigation in UK waters out to 200nm
	Defra,  SEERAD, DoE (NI)

	Food & Environment Protection Act 1985
	Provides for consent for construction works in UK waters out to 200nm (Section 5).
	Defra, NAW, SEERAD, DoE (NI)

	Mineral Workings (Offshore Installations) (Isle of Man) Act 1974 (as amended by Mineral Workings (Offshore Installations) Act 1988)
	Provides for controls and exclusion zones around mineral extraction structures or pipes on or under the seabed
	DTI (IOM)

	Pipelines Act, 1962
	Provides for authorisation of pipelines crossing partially enclosed areas of the sea such as bays, estuaries and harbours.
	DTI


Policies, Objectives and Targets

	
	
	Source

	National Policies
	UK Policy

Maintain the reliability of our energy supplies.

Promote the development/use of diverse sources, fuel types and trading routes to avoid the UK being reliant on too few international sources of oil and gas.

Government will support efforts to encourage investment in infrastructure developments.  Substantial investment is needed in order to provide the required additional connections to gas supplies, both piped and liquid natural gas (LNG) from a range of sources.

Government will encourage the location of oil, gas and coalbed methane pipelines and any associated production and storage facilities away from environmentally sensitive locations.

Northern Ireland

To secure reliable, long-term energy supplies including interconnectors.
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Energy: A strategic framework for Northern Ireland

June 2004.  Policy Goal iv: Reliable energy supplies.

	National Objectives
	No specific objectives identified beyond the national policy of maintaining secure supplies of primarily gas from international sources and the diversification of energy supplies to ensure security of supply.
	

	National Targets
	No specific targets identified
	

	Regional Policies
	North Wales

Unitary Development Plans need to give further consideration to the future impact of possible production from western and south western sectors of the Irish Sea and the resulting need to also identify sites for pipeline landfall, processing and associated power generation activities in north west Wales

New oil or gas pipelines should be located on geologically stable formations not forming part of the surface or ground water catchment and away from areas where the environment is particularly sensitive in order to minimise conflicts with existing and proposed land uses and to protect water resources from pollution.
	Regional Planning Guidance for North Wales. 

Adopted October 2002.  para 8.11
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	Regional Objectives
	No specific objectives identified
	

	Regional Targets


	No specific targets identified
	

	Constraints/Issues


	· Exclusion zones around interconnectors, though relatively small in area, may have implications for placement of structures/development in offshore areas 

· Interconnector placement can impair or hinder fishing operations in the area affected.

· Presence of interconnectors in a given area can preclude other activities such as aggregate extraction within 250m of cable; prohibition of anchoring within specified distance of cable etc. 


	

	Statement of future needs (and assumptions)

5 years

20 years


	By around 2006 we will also be a net importer of gas and by around 2010 of oil.

As the UK adapts to becoming a net gas importer additional connections to supplies of piped gas from a range of sources will be required.
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