Sector : Shipping
Applicable legislation: 

Legislation in the UK and IOM is  primarily governed by international conventions (UNCLOS, MARPOL, Ballast Water, Anti-fouling Substances, OPRC, SOLAS, COLREGS), some of which are also implemented through EC Directives. Main UK/IOM Acts are underpinned by a large number of supporting Regulations that give effect to the various international obligations.

	Legal instrument
	Main provisions
	Responsible bodies

	Merchant Shipping Act 1995 (as amended by Merchant Shipping and Maritime Security Act 1997) and supporting Regulations
	Provides controls over oil pollution and ships waste through a large number of statutory instruments. Applies to  UK waters to 200nm
	MCA, Harbour Authorities

	Pilotage Act 1987
	Transfer  local responsibility for pilotage to competent harbour authorities. Applies to relevant harbour authority waters
	Harbour Authorities

	Merchant Shipping Acts 1985 and 1995
	Provides for regulations to implement IMO and other requirements in Manx waters to ??nm
	DTI (IOM)

	Merchant Shipping (Distress Signals and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations 1996
	Provides for implementation of IMO Traffic Separation Schemes in UK waters to 200nm
	MCA


Policies,Objectives and Targets

	
	
	Source

	National Policies
	Maintain international shipping markets that are open and competitive subject to proper safety and environmental regulation

Retain a strong UK presence in shipping and, where possible, a strong UK fleet

Policies relating to Western European PSSA also apply (Reporting obligations for single hull tankers carrying heavy grades of fuel oil)

MEHRAS – not yet in force
	British Shipping: Charting a New Course, 1998, paras 76-77

IMO-MEPC52

	National Objectives
	To facilitate shipping as an efficient and environmentally friendly means of carrying our trade

· Facilitating shipping as environmentally friendly transport

· Fostering an efficient UK shipping industry

· Maintaining the skills base by promoting employment and training

· Encouraging UK ship registration

· To encourage short sea shipping

· To reduce the rate of accidents and deaths involving UK registered merchant ships and fishing vessels

· To reduce the incidents and effect of pollution from shipping activities in the UK pollution control zone
	White Paper on the Future of Transport 1998, para 3.181

British Shipping: Charting a New Course, 1998, para 59
 paras 131-133
MCA Annual Report 2003/04

	National Targets
	None identified
	

	Regional Policies
	None identified – port & harbour authorities impose specific requirements within areas under their jurisdiction e.g. vessel passage management and routeing

Additional requirements apply to Traffic Separation Schemes (see below)
	

	Regional Objectives
	None identified
	

	Regional Targets


	None identified
	

	Constraints/Issues


	· Legal requirements relating to navigation rights, safety and the environment are primarily determined through international law, which limits the scope for national action

· Increase in short sea shipping may increase commercial traffic in mid-long term

· Significant interaction between commercial and recreational traffic; conflict managed by port & harbour authorities 

· Offshore development increases collision risk; partially addressed through consenting process (lighting, exclusion zones)

· Offshore development should not interfere with recognised shipping lanes/routes

· Vessel management within harbour authority areas is governed by the Port Marine Safety code (see Ports proforma)

· Enforcement at sea is difficult and expensive
	

	Statement of future needs (and assumptions)

5 years

20 years


	Relatively minor changes in vessel numbers anticipated. Ships will continue to become greener (e.g. better controls on ballast water, anti-foulants, waste disposal). Continuing trend for larger and deeper draughted vessels, faster vessels, safer vessels. Potential for new routes to develop from NW ports in the longer term (e.g. opening of NW passage to Pacific) 
	


Shipping Measures within the Irish Sea

	Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS)
	Areas to be Avoided
	Laden Tankers

	Off Smalls, Wales
	The Smalls and Grassholm – all vessels laden with oil, gas or noxious liquid substances and all other vessels of over 500GRT should avoid the area.
	The Smalls & Grassholm – laden tankers should avoid the area between The Smalls TSS and The Smalls.  Laden tankers over 10000 GRT should not use the channel between Grassholm and Skomer Island unless moving between St Bride’s Bay and Milford Haven

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Holyhead Harbour, Wales
	Separation scheme in place outside harbour entrance
	


