MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING PILOT

Sector : Cables
Applicable legislation: 

	Legal instrument
	Main Provisions
	Responsible bodies

	Coast Protection Act 1949
	Provides for granting of consent for the laying of cables likely to interfere with navigation rights in UK waters out to 200nm
	Defra MCEU, SE, DoE(NI)

	Transport & Works Act 1992
	Provides for granting consent for the construction and laying of offshore submarine cables in UK waters out to 12nm
	ODPM, NAW, SEERAD, DoE(NI)

	Telecommunications Act 1984
	Provides for granting of consent for installation of cables where applicant has a licence to run a telecommunications system within the UK under the Act. Applies to 12nm limit of UK waters, but can be extended to UKCS in certain circumstances
	DTI, Scottish Executive

	Food and Environment Protection Act 1985
	Provides for issuing of licences for deposit of cables in the sea (where required). Applies to UK waters out to 200nm
	Defra, SE, DoE (NI)

	Submarine Cables Act 2003
	Provides for authorisation for laying of cables in Manx waters to 12nm
	Dept of Transport (IOM)

	Water Pollution Act 1993
	Provides for licensing of deposits of  any substance (including marine structures)  on or under the seabed within Manx waters (to 12nm)
	Dept of Transport 9IOM)

	Crown Estate Act 1961
	Provides for rights of occupation for placing structures on, or passing cables over, the seabed and foreshore under Crown ownership (to 12nm).
	The Crown Estate


Policies, Objectives and Targets

	
	
	Source

	National Policies
	England

Electricity Cables:

Maintain the reliability of our energy supplies.

Data and communications cables:

Government  will make the UK home to the most dynamic and competitive communications and media market in the world.

Government will also ensure that environmental issues are properly reflected in the regulatory framework, whilst at the same time ensuring that there are no unnecessary barriers to the construction of the communications infrastructure the UK needs.

No specific policies identified for Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland.

Isle of Man

Develop the Island's potential as an offshore e-commerce centre.

To promote the modernisation of telecommunications and the

use of e-business

Encourage the continued upgrade of telecommunications infrastructure
	Energy White Paper 2003 para 1.18

Communications White Paper; A New Future for Communications, 1.2.1

2.10

Department of trade & Industry, Isle of Man Government Plan 2004-2007. p15

Communications Commission Business Plan 2005.  P4.



	National Objectives
	No specific objectives identified
	

	National Targets
	No specific targets identified
	

	Regional Policies
	No specific policies identified
	

	Regional Objectives
	No specific objectives identified
	

	Regional Targets


	No specific targets identified
	

	Constraints/Issues


	· Exclusion zones around cables, though relatively small in area, may have implications for placement of structures/development in offshore areas.

· Electricity cables generate magnetic fields which can cause compass deviation on vessels (depending on current flowing through the cable, depth of water, the height at which the compass is mounted aboard the vessel, lateral distance of the ship from the cable, direction of the cable route relative to the earth's magnetic field, and the field strength of the latter).

· Cable placement can impair or hinder fishing operations in the area affected.

· Presence of cables in a given area can preclude other activities such as aggregate extraction within 250m of cable; prohibition of anchoring within specified distance of cable etc. 

· Fish are capable of sensing magnetic fields as weak as the earth's magnetic fields and react to artificial changes of such fields. Fish species which migrate during their life cycle (especially spawning migrations) are particularly sensitive to such fields and can potentially be disrupted by cables on the seabed.
	

	Statement of future needs (and assumptions)

5 years

20 years


	
	


