Sector : Tourism

Applicable legislation:

	Legal Instrument
	Main Provisions
	Responsible bodies

	Town and Country Planning Act 1990
	Land Use Planning Framework and Principles
	ODPM & Welsh Assembly

	Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
	
	ODPM & Welsh Assembly

	Town and Country Planning Act (Scotland) 1997
	
	Scottish Executive

	Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 and 2003 Amendment
	
	Department of the Environment

	Town and Country Planning Act 1999
	
	Isle of Man Department of Local Government and Environment

	EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC)
	
	EC

	EC Water Framework Directive (2006/60/EC)
	Establishes a framework for protecting the water environment and sets targets for 2015.
	EC


	
	
	Source

	National Policies / Objectives and Targets
	England

Planning Policy Guidance 21: Tourism

Recognises that seaside towns should be able to utilise tourism as an elements of regeneration and that the adjacent coastline of seaside resorts is a very important factor in their attraction to tourism, and local plans should contain development control policies to protect and enhance these assets.

Planning Policy Guidance 20: Coastal Planning

In coastal areas, tourism developments should normally be guided to existing urban areas, particularly where they contribute to the regeneration of seaside resorts and waterfront areas. 

Wales

Planning Policy Wales - Managing the Coast
· The Assembly Governments objectives for the coast are to recognise the importance of the coast for:

· conservation of the natural and historic environment;

· urban and rural development; and

· tourism, leisure and recreation.

Local planning authorities should identify those areas of coast likely to be suitable for development, those subject to significant constraints and those considered to be unsuitable for development.

TAN13: Tourism

Development Plans may provide guidance on opportunities for larger scale and innovative projects, appropriate facilities for the countryside or designated areas and the provision if facilities in historic towns and seaside resorts.

Wales Spatial Plan and TAN14 referred to in Coastal Land Use Sector

Scotland

National Planning Framework for Scotland

If Scotland is to be attractive as a business and tourism destination, we shall need to promote high quality environments and good transport interchange facilities 

A Route Development Fund has been established to promote improvements in Scotland’s international connections through new non-stop air services which benefit business and tourism.

Trans-European networks include Ireland to the United Kingdom as promoted by the EU. The trunk roads vis Cairnryan, Stanraer and Dumfries are included.  There is growing traffic between the SW ports and Rosyth, with significant numbers of Irish hauliers making use of the Rosyth-Zeebrugge ferry link to avoid congestion on routes to England’s east coast ports.

The Executive is committed to improving Scotland’s ferry links to mainland Europe and identifying opportunities for transporting a higher proportion of goods by sea.

The international trend is towards larger container vessels and few existing ports offer the channel and berth depths necessary to accommodate the largest container ships..  There is scope for developing new transhipment and gateway facilities linked to world shipping routes. 

Important nodes on the freight transport network include the (inter alia) Ayrshire coast, Dumfries, and Stranraer/Cairnryan.  Significant freight-generating uses should be located as close to the rail network, strategic freight facilities and ports as possible.

Arran and parts of the Ayrshire coast already have a successful tourism and leisure economy.  The area’s good international links provide opportunities for the further development of cultural, business and activity-based tourism.

For the Southwest, links to Ireland and Cumbria offer substantial business opportunities, particularly in tourism and leisure.   
Northern Ireland

Regional Development Strategy

PPS8

Isle of Man

Island Development Plan

With regard to the coastal environment, the plan recognises that the coastal environment is subject to a huge range of uses and pressures including ports, industry, and tourism. Leisure, fishing, power generation and pollution.
	PPG21

PPG20

Planning Policy Wales

TAN13

National Planning Framework for Scotland



	Regional Policies / Objectives and Targets
	England

Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West: RSS13

One of the key objectives of RPG13 is to ensure the sensitive and integrated development and management of the coastal zone and secure the revival of coastal towns and other coastal settlements.

Blackpool tourist destination and sub-regional centre for the Flyde Coast. There is a need to provide high-quality modern facilities to support these roles.

Encourage more diverse and complementary roles of coastal towns as modern, sustainable resorts and centres for coastal/sport recreation and other uses

RPG recognises that the development of tourism and leisure facilities in coastal locations supports regeneration, economic competitiveness and social progress.
The coast and popular seaside resorts like Blackpool, Southport and Morecombe are the North West’s current attractions.

RPG recognises there is a need to look at the coast on a sub-regional scale: Merseyside (Port, waterfront and protected undeveloped coast); the Lancashire coastal towns (Economic decline linked to changes in tourist and fishing industries); and Furness/West Cumbria (Diversify and regenerate the economy from industry to tourism). Regeneration of these areas is likely to be achieved by capitalising on the locational and amenity advantages of being by the sea.

Policy CZ3 deals with Coastal communities and economic development which protects areas of coast from non-essential development to encourage development for recreation and tourism purposes or to other uses requiring a coastal location. These developments include water-based tourism and ‘green tourism’, recreation facilities, ship-building, servicing for off-shore installations and sea fisheries.
	RSS13



	Sub-Regional Policies / Objectives and Targets
	England

Cumbria & Lake District Joint Structure Plan, Proposed Changes June 2004

Tourism recognised as important economic driver and job creater. It is also a source of investment for regeneration and environmental improvement and can assist in rural diversification. Importance placed on sustainable development, especially protecting habitats species and historic features and environmental assets.

Policy EM15 sets out policy for tourism development outside the Lake District National Park and directs new development to key service centres and other areas where there will be economic benefits. Stressing the importance of “not prejudicing the area’s distinctive environmental, cultural and historic qualities.”

Policy EM16 deals with tourism development within the Lake District NP. It is primarily concerned to protect the level of existing facilities and the character of the Park.

Replacement Joint Lancashire Structure Plan 2001-2016, Adopted March 2005

Blackpool is identified in Policy 19, as a national tourism destination, and Cleveleys, Fleetwood, Morcambe, and Lytham St. Annes as strategic tourism development areas. Tourism development  that draws from regional or wider catchment  and can be accommodated within an existing urban area will be located within the above tourism development areas.

(UDP Policies dealt with in Coastal Land Use Topic)

Wales

Anglesey Unitary Development Plan (2001)

Part I Policy PO7 deals with Tourism and permits developments which provide a diverse, high quality and sustainable tourism industry. Policy PO6 aims to secure effective sub regional planning by recognising the role of Bangor as an important sub-regional centre.

Part II Chapter 13 contains detailed policies on Tourism development.

Conwy Unitary Development Plan, Consultation Draft (2001)

Part I policy ST10 deals with Tourism and states that developments which maintain and enhance the role of Llandudno as a major resort town and sub-regional shopping centre, and the role of Colwyn Bay as a main shopping centre will be encouraged.

Part II Chapter 8 contains detailed policies on Tourism.

Denbighshire Unitary development Plan (2002)

Policy STRAT 9 supports tourism development proposals in specific coastal resorts, among other places, where they provide appropriate infrastructure and diversify the tourism industry subject to no unacceptable effects on other interests. Chapter 12 deals with tourism policies in detail. There are a number of promotional policies including specific regeneration proposals for Rhyl and Prestatyn.

Flintshire Unitary Development Plan (2003)

Policy STR 6 supports development which enhances tourism in the County provided that it meets the needs of residents and visitors, is of appropriate scale and where possible contributes to regeneration or rural diversification. Chapter 16 deals with tourism in detail and promotes new tourist attractions and facilities in a variety of  forms.

Scotland

Dumfries and Galloway Structure Plan (1999)
Policy D23 commits the Council to supporting the development of visitor attractions subject to considerations of their impact. Tourism is seen as important to the economy, while protecting the quality and variety of the natural and built environment.

Northern Ireland

Ards and Down

	Cumbria and Lake District Structure Plan

Joint Lancashire Structure Plan

Anglesey UDP

Conwy UDP

Denbighshire UDP

Flintshire UDP

Dumfries and Galloway Structure Plan

	Constraints/Issues


	· Competing land use at coastal locations;

· Well-being of Coastal resorts reliant upon quality of adjacent coastlines and sea

· Regeneration of coastal towns and the development of the tourism industry places pressure on natural resources;

· The environmental, economic and social impacts need to be balanced to promote sustainable development.

· Water-based recreational uses, although controlled by the location of the land-based facilities, extend beyond the MLWM
	

	Statement of future needs (and assumptions)

5 years

20 years
	
	


